ADONAI - Master (part 7)

Adonai is the Hebrew name for God as master. In good biblical translations
this will be identified by the English term Lord (capital letter only at the beginning).
Like Elohim, Adonai also denotes a plural tense, as Adon is the singular noun. In the
bible, Adon is translated lord (human master) but Adonai is only ever used for God
our master.

At first glance, God as master might seem like just another name for God as
LORD. But Adonai is quite different. Some scholars will translate Adonai as my
master. This infers less about God, and more about man. God might be many things
to us, but He is always our master, and we are always his servants. Adonai reminds
us of our place in God’s order. Now to the humble of heart, this is not a difficult
thing. No one begins a life of following Christ with grand ideas about one’s place in
the universe. But sometimes, as we walk and are used by God, it is easy to begin to
have inflated views about our own importance.

If we don’t keep our relationship in perspective, then we can begin to
believe that God somehow needs us, or owes us something. This is never the case!
Jesus made this clear when He was instructing His disciples. He had given them
authority to “...drive out demons and to heal every disease and sickness.” (see Matt
10:1) He tells them that they too will be hated, and then warns them, “A student is
not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.” (Matt 10:24)

Sadly, too often | have heard anointed men of God almost demanding God
to heal, or move in a service. My bible tells me that Jesus said ‘Ask, seek & knock
(see Matt 7:7) and it will be given you, not demand, push your way into my
presence and knock down the door!” | have also heard men refer to the church as
‘their church, unfortunately at times speaking as if they own their place of worship
like Donald Trump owns his business. But the church is not ‘ours’ in that sense, any
more than God is hanging around waiting for us to tell Him what we want Him to
do. Jesus said “...I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome
it.” (Matt 16:18 emphasis mine) | wonder if this empire mentality, rather than a
kingdom mentality is why so many successful pastors fall. Have some in the church
forgotten who it is they are building for? Have they forgotten that they are the
servants and that they have a master?

When Jesus spoke about a servant and his master, He had some very
interesting things to say. First He said that “No servant can serve two masters...”
(Luke 16:13a) Though He was talking about money, the point is quite clear. We
cannot bend our will two ways. Total devotion and servant-hood can only be given

to one master at a time, and the biggest battle the average Christian has is whether
to accept Jesus as ‘Adonai’, or put ourselves in His place.

Jesus also said “...you have only one Master and you are all brothers.”
(Matt 23:8b) Here, Jesus was saying that there is only one Master over the church,
Himself. (see Eph 5:25) Anything we do, any service we give, must be in accordance
with His will, and done out of a heart to serve the one true Master, God. Anything
else is merely serving ourselves. We must constantly evaluate the motivation
behind our actions and for whom we are serving. Unfortunately, too often this can
become a real issue within a music team. Too often, good musicians, starting out
with all good intentions, begin to covet their role and take the glory for themselves.
As a music team serving in the church, it is prudent for us to look for signs of pride
and self-gratification in ourselves.

It is usually subtle at first and may even be masked behind false humility in
the early stages. Putting one’s self down, whilst secretly looking for compliments.
Going home upset because our microphone wasn’t up loud enough. Wanting to
only play with the ‘better’ musicians. Coveting the lead, without serving in the
band. Eventually it is the sound of the music and the quality of our voice that is
most important. It is the sense of achievement when a service goes well and
everyone is telling you how much they enjoyed the worship today. These are all the
beginnings of pride, and when pride steps into a servant, the servant becomes his
own master! Jesus told the Pharisees (with all their outward appearance of
religiousness) “What is highly valued among men is detestable in God'’s sight.”
(Luke 16:15b)

| pray this might never be said to us in our music team, as we keep Jesus in
His rightful place as Adonai, and ourselves firmly grounded as his humble servants.
In the Kingdom of Heaven, it is when we keep this perspective, that God blesses us!
“For everyone who...humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 14:11) and again
“..whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant.” (Matt 20:26)

It is hard to believe when we step back, that some might lose sight of God’s
awesomeness and somehow begin to believe that we are His equal, but this is
exactly what we do when we make decisions without a moments thought as to
God’s will. So too, when we try to manipulate circumstances for our own end, build
a career for ourselves in the church (outside of God’s plan for us), or take credit for
that which God has gifted us.

But when we keep God as Adonai always before us, we come to realise that
any gift we might have, any talent we have acquired, the way we look, the sound of



our voice, indeed all that we are and will ever be, is there to serve His purpose and
to glorify His name. It shows only His grace to broken vessels like us that we might
have any talent at all and we have a responsibility (not just a choice) to use what
we have to serve our Master’s purposes.

Finally, let’s take a quick look at God’s words to Satan (the accuser) as the
dark angel presents himself before God. “Have you considered my servant Job?
There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God
and shuns evil.” (Job 1:8) Job was such wonderful servant that God picks him out as
an example to the fallen angel of the obedience of at least one man on earth. For
this he receives special attention, and a book in the bible.

What was special? He served God in his heart, in his mind and with his
strength. He prayed for his children, he shunned evil and had a healthy level of holy
fear for God. In short, Job knew his place in the ultimate scheme of things. That he
was a man, a servant of the Most High God. That all his wealth, health, family and

friends were from God, and he did not think for a moment about his own greatness.

At no time does it appear that he himself thought he was the greatest man in the
East — he left that up to the narrator! (see Job 1:3) May we serve our Heavenly
Master, Adonai, with the same level of holy fear and never forget our place as His
servants!

Study 7 — questions

1. How do you see the difference between Lord (as in Jehovah) and Master (Adonai)?

2.In what way does being a ‘servant’ of God change the way you spend your time /
think about serving in His church?

3. Read Matthew 24:42-51. How do you interpret Jesus’ words? Who is he talking

about?

4. Read Matthew 23:8. What does this Scripture say about who is our master and
what is our relationship with each other?

5. If we are not serving Christ, what other things can we find ourselves serving?

6. Sadly, music teams and preachers are two of the most prone areas in the church to

lose sight of their God service? Why do you think that is, and how can we stay
focussed on the one true Master?

7.Read Job 1:1-8. Why do you think God singled Job out when Satan came accusing?

8. Read Philippians 2:5-8 Christ was the perfect example to us of a servant. What
obstacles do you find in the church/world to your own service for God?

9. Compare 1Cor 15:9, Eph 3:8, & 1Tim 1:16. What do you notice about Paul’s
thoughts about himself the longer he knew Christ? What does this say about a
true servant’s humility, even when God has clearly used him powerfully?

10. What has God revealed to you through this study?



